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RECONSTRUCTION. my decided opinion is that a very thot
- -.n_‘h thange has taken 1-1!‘1['.' npon ”n‘
TESTIMONY OF HON. ALEX. H. STEPHENS | practical poliey of resorting to any auch
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN. right

- | (). What events or exporionee of the |

The Truth FPlainly Told. war have eontributed to this ehange ¥
- A. First, the 1----|\it' are satisfied that a

[Continueil from ou laxt.] | vasort to the exercise of this 1%;1.1 while

i, 12, 1846 Fxaminntion ol | i1 is depted by *he Federal government
ler . Hwephens resnmed. By | will lead to wir. which many th mght
utswell before the late attempted  seeession
» you wenrn to bo nods

food in | wonld not be the case, and eivil wars, &
wor that there 15 no constitie | they nre

} lso now wvery well sntisfied,
tional power in the government as ot | are dangerons to lilerty ; and, moreover, |

present organiged, to exact conditions | their expericoee in the Jate war, [ thiok
" l to the restorat satisfied them it greatl; endangered
cal power of the cleves theit own. 1 allude especially to the
] in rebellion? A stspension of the writ of halivas corpues
ot and thn wilitary  conseriptions, the
() T yon entertain the snme opin prochunations ol wrtind law o varions
o refrience to the awendment of | plyees, reneral impressments, and the
the B natitntion . i ‘l:"'"—' IV 1_\ 4 ]i'\‘.':"_ ot .I:'t'-l \'-lll!l'i]l'.l"‘l*i'!“ = !\'l'“
\. T donot. 1thiok the States have | gs the very demoralizing effeets of  war
bolished «lavery i gool fuith as one of onn ‘r”['\_'
the resttits of war their satizfhetion of ) '\‘.'-|“'-“ wWOre yvou last o member ol

the eanstittitional amendment lollowed | the Congress of thie Upited States? A,
s a consequence. 1 do not thivk there | T went out on the 4th of March, 1850,

is, any ¢ nstitutionnl power on the purt Q. Will vou state, if not imli-.].:,uml

f the government to hinve exasted it 88 | to do so, the considerations or apinions

1 eon i v their restora- | which led you to ilentily yoursell with

tion i, or '-Elr.' re. ! the |(_-[--|'|'|-.|1| £ 1:11' s to I:Ii"-'r‘[\l llil'

JIRIHH : ns members of [ gffice of Viee "1'--~‘|-]cun_\' of the Con-

the Union {o lerata States of Americta, so ealled ?
(). 1V hat, in your opini i

ehly in the reserv.

of the severiul States of

1) e of the luw ed sover
wnel app I iy tl the Union under the cowpact of the
1 W SeNAtors Uniun or the Constitution of 1787 } I
from the eleven Staates? A, 1 do oot O[S il zecession, therefore, as a fes-
kuow what particular laws you r fer to, tion ol I Hev, an 1 not one of ]'.\:llt on
| tha vir | g lye part ¢ f Ii: wein ¢ when the State se

con. | geded, aguinst my jndzmeny and vote,
a gquestion for the | ] thought my ultimate alleginnee wus
my own jude- | due to her, and 1 preferred to cast my i
ight be, wonld have | firrgnes and destinies with hers and her |
to the judicial determination peaple, rather thau to take any other |
ol the question ; it is a question for the | sourdge, even though it might lead to |
courts £ determine. my saerifice and her ruin § in accepting
(). Have vou formed auy opinion up T":“i‘-'“" under the new orider of things, |

-l=1--~li'-|1 7 A. 1 cunnot &Y | my sole ..I.j. ot wis to do all the -'I:.'nul 1
ave formed any material opinion | could in preserving and perpetuating
neg to any !':1:1-“.";;--.:' wet of | Ihl'}'l'-lllr"lp:"-‘ of liberty as established
semhbraced in the question, : under the Constitation of the United

) sittne that 'l-'ll__'i'-'"' shall, at Rtutoes, If the Uinion was to be aban
this session, in the nhsence ot Senntors doued, cither with or without loree,

and Represcotatives from  the cleven | which 1 thought u very Pnpoiitic mens

Sintes, | n taxes upon | yee [ wished o poesibie to resene, s
1 the peopl ! I States, in-| sopve and perpetuite the prineiples ol
cluding »oleven,is it your opinion that | e Oonstitunion,  This [ wus nor with
quch an act would be constitntional ¥ | gyt hope mwichic be done in the new eon
A. 1 should donbt if it would be; it | {ideration of States termed.  When the

wourld iy in my inion, be mani- | confliet nrose. my efforts were directed

BUAL and ngainst &l idens of to us ;-L-'n and  peac elul an :i-ij\hl

A b Tepresentilive  government § | ment ol ;f,-.lm,-,...;i..g-.:;-, nossible, This h
its consntutionality would, ‘however, be aajustmient | always though to be lust | law, order, and the Constitution, to sup- | should not
nd 1 1 willing to abide hy that | 410 tpon o continental basis, founded | tution

1 i, W tever it micht be | upon t Ly T"“":'r""" af mataual econven

£ It even St i

ut an fmmedinte coustitutional right to part of the States on which the Consti-
be represented in Congress on g {ooting | tyiion of the United States was origi. | Unired States, as they construed it, the ‘
with the States at )
h hat had o uous vight {.5"':“::‘-_-.-n].-u';d.l'l: of adjustment except the
T ion of gavernment, oF | poanonition as a basis ol the separate
from the time of admi=sion of the vew | covorcienty ol the several States ; with

tates respeetively, or bas it been inter- | ¢ vecognized as u principle 1 thought | belore, th

upted by war? A [ think, as the | 31 other -ilil'\li--\ih- of difference wouls
i It

Htntos, it wus a constity

dot

States, to be excreised so »oon as the | cuyee of justive might direct ; this doo

wedive States respeetively made their | 4ino of the

lines toresume their former praeti- | Siates 1 regarded as n self-adjusting
il s with the Fed

ment under the Constitution of the

United States.  As the peni !'Ia!. govern: | soesitly over the continent.
ment denicd the right of seecssion, 1 do | Q. Have your opinions undergong
not think apy of the States nttewpting | yno ohanse sinea the opening of the re
to exeroise it thereby lost any of their | hollion W  relerence to the reserved
righis under the coustitution, as States, | fohts of States under the Constitution | desire the prese
when their ! [:' ubandoned that at. of the [Inited Stutes? A. “\ ¢on
' victions on f]ll'l-lll',_’;.l'..ll abstraet question erfiment in its parity

it or ot your opinion that the | hage undergone oo change, bur [ ac s pt * alittle disappointed in this, and are so
Liyzis] ¢ ud people of the elevel | the issues of the war aud the result as
] 811 wvely |

et Seunto 1 H‘.r'r"‘ . ‘Ilhl' BW 't wias .r1|1-"4|.'-.|h||' 7-*|'|'! li‘ :l‘l"

Congress; that it may be ex guestion, and by the decision of the

' it vegurd 1o the part which | soord [ am will ng to abide
y 15 ol ed mav have hag in the re-
Ll b \. [ do not thinl
exercise that vight in tho ‘- " ol 'I'"'“- Rlates latg ly in rebellion, that she lnl-_',[nl do '.\||_|,l||']||u further as a l'uru]l'.iuu IITU-
Senators and members s o8 to Impair in | be restored to politieal power in the | cedent.
the slightest depgree the constitutinnal government of the conntry upon the | quiet and passive.
right of cach House for itscll to jndze andition i.-'rl.-uitli [‘ml.-}n' would |
of t ifi
ba el thoe right of eccpstitutioonl ‘PO, OF Of
clection of & State W hoose and the exclusion from the basis of 1 I-!rw-:;ilh
riehL of asch [onse of Congress to judge

i

-'_Il_.-'-{'...'i"'.l.-' of thosw elected to

T YT
rend and those who had served
Unron armies, would :hat modifieation | any individual, bat tl
e yonu to judge of the o
1te of Ueorezia so
unwilling to do more than they have [ own represcntatives to be heard in yi
or | public councils iu her own behall;

» wonld not be so objeo. | judgiacut, therefore,
tiouable us general or uni
o matter that belongs
The question

may tike my opinion, or the opinion

affoct the netion
| think the people of the State would be |

ndition of the
i i

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

18 very doet led
erspl, but it is | thut it would huve been butter, as

cople of the South ¢
whether universul or restricted, iz one | ed their cause and agreed to ac
] -"-‘!M" ]-l-,h'.\' v:ﬂ‘ll'l*‘i\'l‘l_\'_ w3 [}.4-.\,‘ hl'-
Individually, |
npposed to a proper system of restricted
or limited sullrage to this

issnue, desiring
{ their places and to |
i and the eonrts for the
eclass of our :
population ; but, in my judgment, it is | would have been b
n matter that h-'ll'h_'.{"! of
Stites to regulute exelwsively each for | adopted by the administration
itscil. but the people uf that Seate, as 1| delay it or
have suid, would oot willingly, 1 think, | amend the Constitation i
do more than they have done for resto- | suffrage or any  other na
ration ; the only view, in their opinion, { thik the péople of il the
possibly jostity the war | States, wonld, in the halls of Congress,
which was carried on by the Federal | disewss these questions calmly and de. | himsoll
government against them, was the idea | liberately, nnd it they did not show that | dops in a
of the indigsolubleness of the Union ;| the views they entertuined were just and |

that those who held the administration
tor the time were hound o enforee the | ment of the people o
exccution of the laws and the j
anee of the integrity of the country un
der the Constitution ; and these that was
:wv-rluldhh- 1, sinee those who had as-

that result to follo

dnder it by propositions o

proper, such as to control the jud:

the other seetions
y :[n"\' would '|'Ii-'ff_\“ pittiont-
ly, and patriotically yi
should be constitut

mion conpet] s bhae T

Ter to thew of

lit of secession and the rescrved sov: | propositions to  pecept
the States—had
their cause, nmd the ndministration here

denied all voice in the common

of the Union under the Constituti
was successful in maintaining the idea | the diseussion of thess propositions
upon which war was proclaimed and | think they feel very sensitively that
waged, and the only view in which they | they are denied the right
supposed it could bo justified at all | and while, as T have
when that was accomplished—I say the
people of Georgia supposed their State

tuketh down n

| differ among themselves in wany points | snout,
in regard to suffrage, they would not
| differ upon the question of doing any
thing further as a condition precodent
to the restoration ; and in respect to the
alternate conditions to be so rL'i'l'l‘--:u‘_\-lj.
| I Ao not thiok they would aceept the |
.\1'\' individual gen
eral views as to the proper course to be
putsued in respeet to the eolored peo
sed in a speech made b
Legisluture, refered to
in my leter to Senitor Stewart ; that |
was the proper fornm, as 1 eoncetve, in
| which to discuss this subject; and 1
ieal relutions with the government as | think n great deal depends in the ad
vancement of eivilization
They expected that | lpoking to the benefit of all clusses that |'s
the State would immediately have their | thesequestions should be considered and
Tl'lll'l':-\'l[!.'lti\'t‘- in the Senate and in the
iTouse, and they expected it in good
fuith as loyal men, ns the term is fre-
quently usul,

— Why is a0 offer like a matrimonal

tights under the Constitution.
my apinion of the sentiment of the peo-
ple of Georgin, and [ do not think they
to do anything further
seedent to their being
permitted to enjoy the Mull measure ol
[ their constitutional rights,
my n'»ihirm of the zentiment of the peo-
They expucted that

| an offer and ends wit!

— Wly i3 n tree when beir
of itz leaves, like a troe io the fulness ol

{ fruit?  Beenuse it is buring
|

would be willing
as a cowiition p

| one or the other,

| i]' fireg l'XI-lt'
ple at this fime. | fore the Georg
a= =onn us the
abundoned that fwmedi

wonlil be Lrought back iuto their prae-

beiur asked how

utely the States . b
g hess, o hay, o hell, two |

previously constituted

kept bafore the proper forum.
Q. Suppose the 8t

: permittod to tuke its place |
i for the judiciary  to  decide, e wounld have altimate ::\' to be set- port the eovernment under the Consti- | in the o i
: wir fecling; they cept u
didd whaut they did believing it was best |

overnment of the couptry ex- hed apuriment, where

ites have at pre. | jenoe and reciproeal advantage on the | for the Errm-l'linn of constitutional liber- | opinion that under sueh clicumstan®es .
Constitution of the

¢ tail of a cat, or

(GGenrein l_:l:'_fll.‘ Lo deeline ¥
Witness—Yon mean the State

present represented, | yally formed 3 I was wedded to a0 par- | great mass of our people were alwaye as represented, and these only ¥

. y wuch devoted in their feelings ns any Mr. Boutwell—Yes. .

Witness—Yon mean by Congress— |

As 1 remarked | Congress as it is now constituted, with |

This is my opinion
+y resorted to secession with a
| view of maintaining more so
States did ot | gqon o Jinst themselves aecording to the | wim-ip]--s—_ and when they found they
of theseoeding | }ypst 1nterests of the peace, wellare nnd | were not successlul in their objeet, ino | alternative propositions to be apnlied
1wl right, un- prosperity of the whole country, as en- | perfec wood faith, as far us [ c:mjlldi;k‘ to all the eleven States as conditions pre
e Constitution of the United | fishtened reason, ealm judgment and a | from meeting with them aud conversing | cedent to their restoration ?
Mr. Boutwell—1I do .
A. Then T think she ounght to de. |
eline under the circumstances, and for

vother eleven States exeluded ?
Mr. Boutwell—I do.
Witness—And you mean the same

s the curth so eapa”

with thom, looking to the future devel.
overeicuty of the several | opments of their country, in its material
s resources as well as its moral and iotel-
val Govern- | pooyluting principle of onr Ameriean | lectual progress, their earpest desive | tho reason stated, nand so o
system of State zovernmont extending | and expeotation was to allow the past| whole eleven
! struzele, lanentable as it was in its re-
<ults, to puss by, and to eo-operate with
of the Constitution,
se of all sections who earnestly
vation af constitutional
liberty and the perpetuation of the gov.

Should guah an off

cluded and kept out, a sing
ele would be 1-"1-!‘[‘II||"I : 'as
versal of voesition wonid [res
l-“l;l. these States thoneght thoy
.I.l-"_‘v‘ have been | eoumid not remnin -i|!'-'t_\' in the nio
without pesw guaruntees : and now when
they agree to resume their lormer prac
tical velutions in the Union,

Constitution as it

They are patiently waiting, how
at presont sieh a ;,:d-'!"-‘ll settlement of that '!""".‘"”' evor, and believing that when the pas
sious ol the hour have passed away this

' | turn upon them aad eny they cannot
5 N have doue .\rr.\':hm_f that permit them to do so saleiy ¢
Q. 1 the proposition wire to be sub. | was ess ntial and propor, and wy _j'.lil;.t | terest without new }_.._l\l,-._“;h.l.,, on their |
they could | nittad to Georgin n one of the eleven | ment is that they would not be willing to | part.  The Southern States would thus
yresent themselves as willingly for im

mediate union under the
while it wonld be
The former disunionists |

would thereby becowe unionists, and the
| former univnists practical disunionists

simply remaih

| Does your own judgment spprove
s ol those who might | oy the one hand extond suffrace o the | the view you have givenas the opinion |
the other consent to their | of the people of the State? 1
1r'.'.'n.'1'.| !._' wient 18 very iii'l‘ll'il‘ll that the |
tion, would she aceept either proposition | question o suffeage is one that belongs

e — -~ —
WEHENANDOAR,"

' and tako her place in the government | under the Constitution, and wisely .
olies e very distinet of the country ? A. 1 enn nl.LI rive | o, to the States 1'(':*['“-'““-"} and ex Kelloek, of the firm of Kolioek &

offered for sal yi sUEr i.a_‘;, at Live rpm ol

tha rounactive

y i : « . v
and different questions, apd in this my opinion ; I do not think she would 1‘1“-‘"-""1."-
i} lzine of | 1alifications, I am free to pecupl either ns o eondition I-.’i'/‘r‘-l“hl

wl a3 o moember of either | jolive that Uongress has the rightful

ngress who s nob re ally and power under tho Constitution to pre.

Q 1Is it your opinion that veither of
in Wy opinion 0o oud should | prosented by Uongress, for they do not | the alternatives suggested in the ques
i ' ’ tion ought to be sccepted by the people
My own upimion is
thint these terms ouzhit not to be offered

the serewstcamer Shennndoah, 70
net register, known as the
Confederate eruiser
G lssgow, on the I'--m;--di'n- b

She was built b TeAROn b novair

She was put up at Llll'_-

words, my n[.:.m-m is thut it wounld be

tealy loyal to the Constitution of the | goribe such a enndition ; If Georgin is

| | to the governwenf | Syre in the Union, her people feel that | as conditions precedent,
it. ghe is entitled to representation without
ther from youn baerea: | papditions imposed by Congress ; and if best

5 of the war

i ve in the pul
Bal- | tf 1 iponp the guestion of the

itution of the United Btales?

Fhat ation | answered in part yes- | versal suffrage amongst the colored [reo.
terday 3 while L cannot stute from I~ | ple ns II"IS s now there, would ‘.:‘ out

sonal knowledge to what extnt the | people be regarded as about as great o

opinions of the Southern States upon political evil as could befall them.
| the nbstract question of the roserved Q. If the proposition were o oxtend

shix af the States mav have

r the peace, harmony nud pros condition of sale, which re ['i‘ll’ 1 the
¢ produ | ghe is not & State in the Union, then | perity of the wholo country that there | purchuser, at the time of delivery,

lie nind of | she conld pot be admitted as an equal should be an immwediate restoration, av |sign a eortiicate or declaration that the

| i tie | with the others; if her admission were | immediate bringing back of the States | vessel bad not been bought for any be
of the States under the | grammeled with eonditions that do not | into their original practical relutions
A. apply to all the rest aliks, genoral uni. | and let all these (questions then be dis
: cussed in common
representatives from the South could be
heard, and you and sll ecould juoge
much better of the tone und temper of | There wus a unwerous attendunce, and
the people, than you could from the | for scme timo
shanged, the rieht af saufirnoe ta thess who eauld | ﬂ"\':n' ws aiven by any tndividuaia; you li‘}-"w‘-

gerent or warlike prirpose, or for uny
ent nation, was uot inlepdent
prevent the purchase by a subject of any | rew
beligerent nation, but simply to prov gut | hea
her employment for warlike pursoses




